[Community-acquired pneumonia].
Community-acquired pneumonia (CAP) is a frequent and potentially fatal disorder. Due to the notably high mortality within the first days, the immediate initiation of rational diagnostic pathways and treatment is of tremendous prognostic impact. In this review article, the current German guideline on the diagnosis and therapy of CAP is presented. Special focus is put on structured patient management based on the individual risk for early identification of critically ill patients. In particular, risk assessment directly influences rational diagnostics and adequate therapy. New recommendations concerning preventive strategies are also discussed in this article.